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it is dependent on a third party making
available lands that the National Park
Service wants. I have no objection to
this particular exchange, with the un-
derstanding that it is one that the Na-
tional Park Service supports and that
it can and will be carried out properly.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 826 will facilitate
the acquisition of lands within the Big
Thicket National Preserve that have
significant environmental and rec-
reational values. This is a worthy ef-
fort that Representative WILSON has
been working on for years. I support
the bill, as amended, and urge its adop-
tion by the House.

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, today the House
will consider H.R. 826, a bill to extend the
deadline for the completion of certain land ex-
changes involving the Big Thicket National
Preserve in Texas.

As you know, under the Big Thicket National
Preserve Addition Act of 1993, Public Law
103–46, Congress increased the size of the
Big Thicket National Preserve through certain
authorized land exchanges.

Unfortunately, the land exchanges were not
consummated by the July 1, 1995 deadline as
required by law, hence the need for my bill
H.R. 826. This legislation merely extends the
original deadline to July 1, 1998, thus provid-
ing the appropriate congressional authoriza-
tion.

Assurances have been given by officials of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S.
Department of the Interior, and the private
landowners involved, that the land exchanges
will be successfully completed by July 1, 1998.

I urge my colleagues to support this bill.
Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no

further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah [Mr. HANSEN]
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 826, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to extend the dead-
line for the completion of certain land
exchanges involving the Big Thicket
National Preserve in Texas, and for
other purposes’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 826, the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

AMENDING THE DOUG BARNARD,
JR.—1996 ATLANTA CENTENNIAL
OLYMPIC GAMES COMMEMORA-
TIVE COIN ACT

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2336) to amend the Doug Barnard,
Jr.—1996 Atlanta Centennial Olympic
Games Commemorative Coin Act, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2336

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CHANGES IN COIN SPECIFICATIONS.

Section 102 of the Doug Barnard, Jr.—1996
Atlanta Centennial Olympic Games Com-
memorative Coin Act (91 U.S.C. 5112 note) is
amended—

(1) in the table at the end of subsection
(a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Not more than 175,000 each
of 2 coins of different designs’’ and inserting
‘‘2 coins of different designs, in quantities
not to exceed 175,000 of each design’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Not more than 300,000 each
of 2 coins of different designs’’ and inserting
‘‘2 coins of different designs, in quantities
not to exceed 100,000 of the first design and
not to exceed 150,000 of the second design’’;

(2) in the table at the end of subsection
(b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Not more than 750,000 each
of 4 coins of different designs’’ and inserting
‘‘4 coins of different designs, in quantities
not to exceed 750,000 of each design’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Not more than 1,000,000
each of 4 coins of different designs’’ and in-
serting ‘‘4 coins of different designs, in quan-
tities not to exceed 350,000 of each of the first
2 designs, and not to exceed 500,000 of each of
the remaining 2 designs’’; and

(3) by striking subsection (c) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(c) HALF DOLLAR CLAD COINS.—
‘‘(1) SPECIFICATIONS.—The Secretary shall

issue not more than 8,000,000 half dollar
coins, each of which shall—

‘‘(A) weight 11.34 grams;
‘‘(B) have a diameter of 30.61 millimeters;
‘‘(C) be minted to the specifications for

half dollar coins under section 5112(b) of title
31, United States Code; and

‘‘(D) contain an inscription of the year
‘1995’ or ‘1996’, as the Secretary determines
to be appropriate.

‘‘(2) DESIGNS.—Coins issued under para-
graph (1) shall be of 4 designs selected in ac-
cordance with this Act in such quantities as
the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Delaware [Mr. CASTLE] will be recog-
nized for 20 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. FLAKE]
will be recognized for 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Delaware [Mr. CASTLE].

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of H.R. 2336, a measure that lowers the
minting levels of the Atlanta Olympia
commemorative coins. I am grateful to
enjoy the support of Representative
JAMES A. LEACH, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Serv-
ices. On the other side of the aisle,
Representative GONZALEZ, former com-
mittee chairman; Representative

FLAKE, the ranking member of the sub-
committee; and Representative FRANK
of Massachusetts have provided their
strong support for this legislation, and
I am very appreciative of their efforts.
I must also acknowledge the valued
input and support of Representatives
BARR, LUCAS, and METCALF of the sub-
committee.

Mr. Speaker, the Subcommittee on
Domestic and International Monetary
Policy of the House Banking and Fi-
nancial Services Committee has pri-
mary jurisdiction over the commemo-
rative coin programs of the U.S. Mint.
This legislation is supported by the At-
lanta Committee, the U.S. Mint, the
Citizens Commemorative Coin Advi-
sory Committee [CCCAC], and the
Georgia congressional delegation.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2336 amends the
mintage levels in section 102 of the 1996
Atlanta Olympic Games Commemora-
tive Coin Act. The maximum 1996 mint-
ing of the two gold coins, previously
authorized for 600,000 for both, is re-
duced to a total of 250,000. The 1996
minting of $1 silver coins is reduced
from 4 million total of four designs to
a sum total of 1.7 million. Half-dollar
coins, originally slated for a minting of
10 million, are reduced to 8 million
over 2 years. These reductions are nec-
essary for the success of the program.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is supported by
the people and groups that will be di-
rectly affected; namely, the Atlanta
Committee, the people of Georgia, and
the Citizens Commemorative Coin Ad-
visory Committee. They realize that
unless the rate of sales are increased,
the Atlanta Olympic commemorative
coin program will not achieve its po-
tential. By lowering the mintage lev-
els, collector interest should be stimu-
lated, and the overall program would
be enhanced. This bill is necessary for
the success of the Atlanta Olympic
coin program, and I urge its immediate
adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2336, a measure to amend the
Doug Barnard, Jr. 1996 Atlanta Centen-
nial Olympic Games Commemorative
Coin Act. The Georgia delegation, in
bipartisan cooperation, has sponsored
this bill which will protect the integ-
rity of the commemorative process.
More importantly, however, the bill
will ensure the integrity of the Atlanta
games next summer.

Mr. Speaker, the Atlanta Centennial
Olympic Games will be a milestone for
both peace and sport. The games rep-
resent the largest peacetime event in
world history, and in the tradition of
Olympic competition, the games will
become the beacon of 100 years of good-
will and sportsmanship.

Currently, Olympic coin sales are
lagging, and to put it bluntly, Congress
has authorized too many coins. Today,
however, we will allow the American
public to contribute to the success of
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